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The term littoralis effectively means “of the edge” and has particular relevance for the coastal
margin. Our practice is fascinated with places that are on the edge between natural systems,
water bodies, cultures, land uses or climatic differences. It is often on at these edges that the
most interesting things happen in the landscape.

The Northland region of New Zealand is especially abundant in such edges and it is in this area
that much of our work is focused. From its base in Whangarei in the northern part of New
Zealand, Littoralis Landscape Architecture (LLA) undertakes a wide spectrum of projects, from
detailed site-specific designs, through structure planning to district-wide landscape
assessments. Our team of 4 landscape architects provides services to local bodies, central
government agencies and private sector clients. Our background though, includes a range of
experience from much further afield and we do travel widely from our Whangarei base.

Recognising what is distinctive and often special about place is a key foundation for the
majority of our work. That approach brings benefit at many levels, including optimising the
commercial value of projects.

We are enthusiastic about collaboration, including working closely with our clients, local
communities and users, and fellow professional advisers. We are focused on enjoying our work
and contributing to a legacy of sustaining and stimulating landscapes that speak of their place.
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Mike established Littoralis Landscape Architecture in 1996 with a vision for a small and
personable practice that focused on the particular characteristic of places and the needs of
local people. With a training that includes horticulture, ecology and geography as a platform for
his landscape architecture studies, Mike has a broad spectrum of interest across many facets
of the profession. He also has a passion for building things and restoring native vegetation,
most recently through an active involvement in the Taiharuru Catchment Care Group on
Whangarei’s eastern coastline.

This combination of background in his 18 years experience as a landscape architect brings a
very practical approach to problem solving and an eye for seeking out creative opportunities.
Along with his role in steering the management of Littoralis and being a first point of contact for
many clients, Mike is active in the fields of:

¢ landscape assessment and strategic planning;

¢ landscape management;

e open space planning and design;

e coastal management;

¢ the planning and design of walkways, cycleways and public access;

e coordinating interpretation programmes;

¢ optimising urban environments; and

e more general realms of landscape design.

Mike is an active supporter of the NZ Institute of Landscape Architects (NZILA) and currently
serving on the NZILA’s Executive Committee.
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Simon Cocker
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Simon is a senior landscape architect with almost 20 years of broad experience in the
profession. He is an Associate (full) and Registered member of the New Zealand Institute of
Landscape Architecture, as well as being a full member of the British Landscape Institute.

After training in the UK and focusing the early part of his career on planning for major roading
projects, Simon worked in Australia and Canada. He emigrated to New Zealand in 1992 and
has spent the majority of the subsequent years as a consultant landscape architect. Whilst
much of Simon’s work is involved in the landscape planning and landscape assessment realm,
he also has a keen interest in open space design, walking and cycling facilities and urban
landscapes.

A couple of years spent within the Parks Division of Whangarei District Council honed Simon’s
skills in parks management and gave him a detailed insight into the workings of local
government, from both a recreation and resource consents perspective. He often appears as
an expert witness before council hearings and the Environment Court.
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After graduating from Lincoln University and several years work as a project manger on a range
of commercial construction projects, Tony moved to Whangarei in 2001 and spent the next 6
years as the landscape architect in the largest landscape construction company in the
Northland area. His duties were wide-ranging, covering all aspects of landscape design and
construction. A particular emphasis within this role was upon ensuring practical and
economical solutions specifically tailored to Northland’s environmental conditions.

Since joining Littoralis Landscape Architecture at the beginning of 2007, Tony has continued to
build his expertise in the areas of design and implementation in the natural environment,
including working on dune restoration projects at Matapouri Bay and roadside reinstatement in
challenging environments such as Cape Reinga. He has also broadened his skills in landscape
assessment and planning.

Tony is a G5 member of NZ Institute of Landscape Architects.
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Clayton hails from Chengdu in China and completed his schooling in New Zealand before
undertaking the landscape architecture programme at Lincoln University. Having completed his
degree with first class honours, he then joined LLA in 2007. He was recognized with a 2008
NZILA Resene Pride of Place Awards (Bronze, Student Category) for his major design project.

The passion that enabled Clayton’s academic achievement is already well-demonstrated in the
early stages of his career, with particular skills in create problem-solving, design, and
presentation methods. He is one of those people who seeks out opportunities to expand his
knowledge and capabilities, either through working with senior colleagues or making the most of
Continuous Professional Development (CPD) opportunities. That experience is being rapidly
reflected in design solutions that are both practical and sensitive to the needs of sites and
projects.

Clayton is also a member (G1) of the NZ Institute of Landscape Architects.
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